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Class of 2021 Graduates


  


By Kelly Lehnert, Newspaper Staff  
   Although it looked slightly different than normal, 22 members of 
the Class of 2021 were able to have an in-person graduation with 
up to eight family members present each. There was a car parade 
before the hour-long ceremony, music provided by our students, a 
live-stream, and over $50K of scholarships handed out by advisor, 
Rhonda Schultz. Congratulations to the Class of 2021 and good 
luck with all your future plans!
List of Senior Scholarships
JENNA JOHNSON, Valedictorian 
   An anonymous donor wishes to bestow a 
$500 scholarship in honor of Mary Jane Soper 
Hintzman to Jenna Johnson who is a super 
achiever. Jenna has great organizational skills, 
believes in public service and plans to be an 
English teacher. 
   Blanche Ward Soper was a teacher in the Birchwood School 
system for many years. She appreciated the school and loved the 
community. She also knew what she wanted for post high school 
education and she made sacrifices to accomplish those goals. The 
recipient of the $500 scholarship in her name this year will go to a 
young woman who is also gifted and determined.
   Jenna has been awarded an $800 scholarship from the Bemis-
Hunter American Legion, the American Red Cross for her hard 
work on the school blood drives over the past 4 years ($1,500), and 
a $1000 scholarship from the Birchwood Lions Club. The Lions 
support numerous community and youth organizations in our area. 
   Jenna has been awarded a $250 scholarship from the Birchwood 
American Legion Auxiliary in memory of Linda Spellman, and 
a $250 Richard Jones 10/90 scholarship. This scholarship is to 
students who make good choices in life and are a good role model. 
10% of life is what happens and 90% is how you deal with it.
.............................Scholarships continued on page 16


Superintendent & Family 
Make Mark on Birchwood 
Community


By Kelly Lehnert, Newspaper Staff
   Sophie, Sidney, Tom, Jenna, Diane, and Arik Johnson (pictured 
above) will be be greatly missed by the Birchwood School District 
and community.  Diane has spent the last five years as the Birchwood 
School's Superintendent and has forged relationships with many 
community organizations and businesses, as well as gracefully  
waded through a world-wide pandemic.  Tom was our K-12 Music 
Teacher and inspired many students to develop their artistic talents. 
Jenna was this year's valedictorian of the senior class. Please wish 
them well as they travel to Two Rivers, WI where Diane will be 
their new superintendent. Our new superintendent, Gayle Luebke, 
will begin her duties on July 1, 2021.


Celebrating Our Country


Memorial Day, Flag Day, and the 4th of July are all celebrations and 
salutes to our country and those who have died for our freedoms.  The 
Birchwood community celebrates every year, and this year Madison 
Fee (daughter of Tucker and Tammy), was asked to sing the National 
Anthem at the Memorial Day and  Flag Day ceremonies.  Thanks to 
all those who have served in our armed forces!  You are appreciated!
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Superintendent Column
By Diane Johnson, Superintendent 
    Hello, Birchwood 


res iden t s ,  and 
welcome visitors!  
One of the great 
benefits of living 
in Birchwood is 
meeting the many 
people who spend 
parts of their year 
here.  It is amazing 
how many visitors 


also volunteer at the local churches, civic organizations, and 
the Food Pantry.  Birchwood experiences a heightened sense 
of community because of those positive interactions and long-
established relationships.  It is so nice to get back to a more typical 
year with festivals, parades, and the annual golf outing scheduled 
again after taking a hiatus this past year.  
   As you may know, I accepted a superintendent job with the Two 
Rivers School District and will start on July 1st, therefore this is 
my last newsletter.  I have learned a lot from many people, as this 
was my first superintendent position, and so, in reflection of these 
past five years, I wanted to share with you some takeaways from 
those learning opportunities:
1.  Birchwood is unique in Wisconsin when considering school 
funding.  Because the area has many lakes and lovely homes, we are 
considered “property rich,” which means that most funding comes 
from property taxes.  The district is considered a zero-aided district 
because of the small amount of revenue we receive from the state.  
In the state of Wisconsin, school districts are not allowed to raise 
property taxes to support schools without going to referendum.  That 
is helpful in keeping property taxes down, but not helpful to a district 
our size who strives to educate all students, including about 57% 
of students who experience poverty. Over the past eighteen years, 
the amount of revenue the district is able to generate has decreased 
to an unacceptable level.  
2.   The media may publicize that school districts are well supported 
financially and for our district (and 20 others of the 421 districts 
in the state that are zero-aided) that is simply not the case.  The 
district struggles each and every year with enough funding to pay for 
teachers, staff, insurance, and operational needs.  Staff members are 
continuously writing grants to help support needs in the classrooms 
and throughout the school.  We are thankful to those community 
individuals and groups who support the students and staff members 
either with donations or with their time and talent.  
3.   School employees genuinely care about the children who are 
part of this district.  It is expressed every day in their interactions 
with students (and with each other).  Working in a high poverty 
district, we understand that basic needs (food, clothing, stability) 
must be met in order for learning to occur.  The hope is that every 
child has at least one person (and several more) they really connect 
with and can go to should they need support.  That is how children 
survive and then thrive.
4.   Finally, I have met some truly incredible people over the past 


five years, people who have hearts of gold and have touched the lives 
of my family and we are forever grateful.  Take care of each other, 
support the school so it continues to provide great opportunities for 
our children, and continue to look for ways to help those in need in 
our little community.  That is what makes this such a special place!
   Thank you for your support and I wish you well!
Diane
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Add a subheading


www.thechimneysweep90.com     
Thechimneysweep90@yahoo.com


Lose Your Debit Card?


open a


a


• Dozens of real-time   
   alerts available
• Get alerts by text,  
   push notification,  
   e-mail or online inbox
• Easy to set up &  
   manage


FOR 
YOUR PEACE OF MINDCUSTOM ALERTS


download our mobile app today!


Facebook “f” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f” Logo CMYK / .eps


RICE LAKE | MENOMONIE | BLOOMER | COLFAX | CUMBERLAND 
DOWNSVILLE | HAUGEN | PRAIRIE FARM | TURTLE LAKE | WHEELER


Member
FDIC


124 N MAIN STREET, BIRCHWOOD | 715-354-3411


FINGERTIPS
FINANCIAL CONTROL


download our mobile app today!


    The 2021-2022 coupon books are now available for a $30 donation 
at The Birchwood Café, Dairy State Bank (Birchwood), Tagalong 
Golf Course, and Butternut Golf Course.  This is the annual Red 
Cedar Lake Association (RCLA) fundraiser to support their 
mission -- ‘To preserve, protect and improve Red Cedar, Balsam, 
Hemlock, Bass and Mud Lakes, their watershed and ecosystem.    


   The RCLA is a 
ve ry  ac t ive  l ake 
associat ion.  I t  is 
governed and operates 
through volunteers in 
a variety of roles with 
all funds raised used 
exclusively for the 
work of the mission.   
The association is 


organized around nine committees, each with a chairperson who 
then seeks out additional volunteers to help with the tasks within 
their responsibility.   The nine committees are as follows:
• Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) led by Tom Goodwin and Brett 


Heinlein
• Fish Habitat led by Dan Ellefson
• Lake Information and Safety led by Len Christianson
• Shoreline and Island Restoration led by Michael Klutho
• Water Quality led by Tim Lewis
• Nature led by Valerie Bausch


• Coupon led by Runae Maloney
• Membership led by Sue Sleik
• Communication led by Ryan Linder
   You can learn more about the association on our website, www.
redcedarlakes.com.   A spring and fall Newsletter detailing the work 
of each committee is published and available on the website.  
We want to THANK all of our coupon contributors for their support 
of the RCLA.   Without them this fundraiser would not be possible.    
For questions or further information, please contact the President, 
Valerie Bausch, at vbausc@yahoo.com.


2021-22 RCLA Coupon 
Books Available
Submitted By Runae Maloney, RCLA member
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Community Spotlight
Ernie & Liz Widiker
By Sam Jerry, Rising 12th Grader
             Elizabeth (Liz) and Ernie 


Widiker are a wonderful 
couple that  reside in 
Birchwood, Wisconsin. 
They joined our journalism 
class on Thursday, May 27 
to give us a little insight 
into their lives and family 
history. Here is what they 
shared.


                  Ernie grew up on a farm 
south of Birchwood, right 
next door from the place the 
two of them now reside. He 
recalls that his first ride on 
a school bus in Birchwood 
was in a red, white, and blue 


school bus. He even mentioned that his father, who also attended 
Birchwood School, would ride a horse to school where there was 
a lot for the horses to stay while the children were in school. Liz 
grew up in Rockford, Illinois. “I have lived in Birchwood for more 
years than I lived in Illinois,” commented Liz. The two of them met 
in 1959. Ernie reflected, “I went up town, something was going on, 
and I saw her there. I asked some boy at her school who knew who 
she was and he told me, and I found out where she lived, went out 
there, and we went on a date, and have been together ever since.” 
Liz was only 15 years old and Ernie was 17. “I shouldn’t say this in 
front of all these students, but we eloped and I was married when I 
was 16...my mother didn’t speak to me for 3 months, but we have 
been together for 60 years,” shared Liz with a bright smile on her 
face. Ernie also shared that they had to drive out to Idaho to get 
married since it wasn’t legal where they lived. Liz went on to tell 
the students that she is not recommending they do this. “If my sons 
would have done this, I would not have been happy,” joked Liz to 
the class. The two of them raised three sons named Brian, Tim and 
Greg. They also have six grandchildren.
   Liz and Ernie did not go to college and this is a prime example 
of how you don’t need to go to college to be successful. Liz and 
Ernie both have worked for the district of Birchwood. Liz started as 
a janitor at the school in 1980, and after a year of that she worked in 
the office for 26 years. Ernie drove buses and vans for the school. We 
enjoyed his stories about getting stuck in the snow and talking about 
his memories of driving the van and picking up various students. “It 
was just nice to get out and drive around the whole country scenery. 
I really enjoyed it,” he stated. Additionally, he was a logger and a 
farmer in his everyday life. 
   They bought the house they are currently living in, just outside of 
town, in 1990 but had to remodel it for a couple years. Liz is retired 
and currently drives buses and she says she loves the atmosphere of 
Birchwood School. Ernie is retired and loves to fish and take care of 
his cows. They also make their own maple syrup and sell farm fresh 
eggs. Some advice from Liz to students is, “Education means the 
world to me...because for one thing, I got married when I was young 
and at that time I couldn’t go back to school until I was 21 in Illinois, 
and it’s, to me, one of the most important things is to get a good 


education and enjoy it, 
really enjoy it. I pushed that 
on my kids and they are all 
successful. Your education 
is free. Enjoy it. Make 
friends. It’s so important. It 
really is.” Ernie had similar 
advice: “School was great. I 
enjoyed it a lot. It’s a great 
time in your life. You may 
not realize it now.” Some 
of Liz’s favorite memories 
from Birchwood school 
was how fun it was working 
with the staff. “Some of the 
strangest things were when 
the snake in Mrs. Schultz’s 
class got loose and was in 
the school somewhere and 
the time a student handed 
me a live tarantula!” 
     Ernie says the best part of living in Birchwood is, “It is a small 
town area, it's awesome. And I couldn’t stand to live in the city 
anymore. We did it for eleven years in Rockford. Things got spooky. 
Kids used to run around playing in a big playground and some kid 
got stabbed and we moved out of there and moved up here. I love it. 


It’s small. It’s quiet.” Liz added, “A loving community, a very giving, 
close community. Everyone helps each other and that's so different 
from living in a big city. The scenery is beautiful. Everyone comes 
from everywhere else to see the scenery and we get to live here. 
We love it.” The journalism class learned a lot about the Widiker 
family and a little bit about their history. It’s people like them that 
make this community the wonderful place it is. Thank you, Liz and 
Ernie, for being great role models. 


Dance!  Dance! 
Dance!
  These girls stay active at 
Christine's Dance Company 
in Rice Lake!  
  S o p h i a  K o n g s h a u g, 
Caydence Olson, Aver y 
Galvin, Ava Musil, & Rory 
Musil along with Chloe 
Streit (missing) attend 
classes and put on recitals! 
They love it!
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School Staff Spotlight
Piccola Clark,  Teacher's Aide
By Josh Weatherhead, Rising 10th Grader


 The staff at the district wel-
comes a new staff member. 
Piccola Clark grew up in Ex-
eland with three brothers and 
then went on to attend Exeland, 
Bruce, and Birchwood Schools. 
After she graduated from Birch-
wood, she attended SNHU 
University for a psychology 
degree but instead decided to 
move back to Birchwood and 
accept a position that started in 
April. She wanted to work here 
in Birchwood because of the 
learning experience and hang-


ing around with the kids and helping them in any way that she can. 
Her favorite part of the job currently is working with the kids and 
helping them out with their homework, but that can also be the 
least favorite part of her job because they may not listen to her 
when she is telling them something important. But other than that, 
she says that Birchwood School is a great school to be at. Current-
ly, she has three children and lives in town, so commuting is not 
a problem. As of right now, she is enjoying her position so thank 
you, Piccola Clark, for helping us students out!


100 North Main St
Birchwood, WI 54817
Phone: 715-354-7842


Fax: 715-354-7951
www.greenerslumber.com


 
Lumber and Building Materials
Hardware
Home Design Service
Kitchen Design Service
Pole Building
Free Estimates 


Brent & Loretta Greener


If we DON'T HAVE IT, WE CAN ORDER IT ON A


WEDNESDAY AND GET IT ON FRIDAY


loretta@greenerslumber.com







6 June 25, 2021


Attention 
History 
Buffs!
Stout’s Island 
Lodge and 
Knapp Stout 
& Company
Submitted by the Birchwood 
Area Historical Society
T h e  B i r c h w o o d  A r e a 
Historical Society and Stone 
Lake Historical Society will 
be hosting a presentation by 
Ron Arthur on Stout Island 
Lodge and Knapp Stout & 
Company.  


   Arthur has written Stout’s Island Lodge: Authentically Rustic 
and Romantic and has just released a second book White Pine & 
Red Cedar. 
   Lumber baron Frank Stout built Stout Island Lodge as a summer 
place for his family, but he wasn’t just any lumber baron.  Knapp 
Stout & Company was the largest lumber company in the world 
with its epicenter here in northern Wisconsin.
   The program will be Wednesday, July 28th at 7 p.m. 
at the Stone Lake Lion’s Club.


Local Museums OpenLocal Museums Open
Visit Birchwood Area Historical 
Museums in June & July


Interested in volunteering?
Call Pat at 715-563-8601 or Nancy at 817-360-9750







7June 25, 2021


Birchwood Clinic
Virtual visits are now available. Care provided, 
regardless of your insurance status or ability to 


pay. We accept most insurances and offer a Sliding 
Fee Scale for those who qualify.


Contact Us


108 South Main Street
Birchwood, WI 54817


(715) 354-3369
nlccwi.org


Dental


Services
Offered


Behavioral
Health


Mental Health 
Therapy


Health
Support
Services
Community 
Resource


Connections,
Health Insurance


Assistance &
Sliding Fee Scale


Assistance


8th Grade Recognition8th Grade Recognition 
Birchwood Middle School 
Class of 2025
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* Hey Y'all...We're back!  I have 
just returned from the BEST day in 
over a year...smiles we could see, 
laughter, eating together & hugs.  
Yes...hugs. Remember those.  Now 
if you were not there today, June 
8, we missed you and we hope to 
see you soon.  This is what we 
have waited for for over a year 
and it finally happened.  On hand 


from the County were Linda Hand, Aging Director, Megan Tuttle, 
Senior Activity Director, and Missy Murley, Nutrition Director.  
Some other info: They have purchased an air purifier for the dining 
hall and it is in place.  Attendees will receive a check in card to sign 
in.  Some discussion on whether to keep them for you or have you 
keep them and we will make that decision later.  It will help track 
participation and allow them to better account for activity when 
requesting grant funding. We did set up some classes and activities 
and will plan our first 'all together' on Thursday, July 1, our regular 
monthly gathering day. No potluck tho, it will be what is listed in the 
menu for that day so you will need to call and make a reservation.  
Those of us there today signed up. ‘Contribution’ is now $4 which 
you can put in the nice green box.  If you write a check, make it 
out to the Unit on Aging.  
Class schedules are as follows:
*YOGA – Mon & Wed – 8:30 am
*AEROBIC STRENGTHENING - Tues & Thurs 8:30 am 
*CHAIR EXERCISE - 9am 
*LINE DANCING - Wed-9:45 am 
*BINGO - Wed - 12:45 


*BOOKCLUB First Wednesdays 3:30 (July 16) 
*DOMINOS - Thurs - 12:30.  
*QUILTERS Mondays 6-9pm starting 7/12. 
Other classes are in the works so stay tuned for more info 
upcoming. If you have an idea for a class or would like to 
lead a class, by all means...call the Center!
* When a person is wrapped up in him/herself it makes a very small 
package…
* I am glad to finally be able to tell you that our scholarship winners 


are Anna Will and Ryan Kupper.  If you get the 
Birchwood News you read about them and saw 
their pictures in the May Issue.  If you don't 
receive that newspaper, it is available at Gary's 
and other Birchwood town locations...or call 
715-354-3471 and get on the mailing list by 
subscribing.  Kelly Lehnert who is the advisor 
is making it a truly Community Newspaper 
and you will get the latest news of the area.  
Payment for the paper is optional once on 
the list, but I encourage you to support it.  It 
will be worth every word! * It is with a sad 
heart that we say goodbye to Diane and Tom 
Johnson, both who have made a wonderful  
contribution to our Birchwood School system!   


Diane, School Superintendent has brought our schools to a 
wonderful leading education system and kept them open through 
the pandemic, continuing student education leadership.  Tom has 
turned all students on to the love of music with creative leadership 
and inspiration.  Thank you both for being a part of our community 
in such a wonderful way.  We wish you luck in your new home in 
Two Rivers, WI.
* Thoughts from Memorial Day weekend:  It is the VETERAN not 
the preacher who has given us freedom of religion, not the reporter 
who has given us freedom of the press, not the poet who has given 
us freedom of speech, not the lawyer who has given us the right to 
a fair trial, not the politician who has given us the right to vote -
* who salutes the flag * and who serves under the flag  
GOD BLESS THEM ALL!
* I don't know about you but I have been inundated and attacked 
by flying bitter nastys and my home has been invaded by ants....not 
the sugar ones..I got rid of them, but these guys appear from out of 
nowhere either crawling on me or on my chair or floor. They seem 
to all be track stars; they move so fast. They are driving me crazy.  
When I can eliminate them they get to travel to my septic haven 
but annoying is their main occupation. Charge!
* More memories = On Saturday afternoons the movies gave you 
newsreels sandwiched in between westerns and cartoons. Telephones 
were one to a house and hung on the kitchen wall. Typewriters were 
driven by pounding fingers, throwing the carriage and changing the 
ribbon. The Internet and Google were not words yet.  Newspapers 
and magazines were written for adults and the news was broadcast 
on your radio in the evening.  We all sat around and listened together 
.....And, back then the government gave returning vets the means 
to get an education and spurred colleges to grow.  Housing loans 
created a buying boom.  New highways brought jobs and mobility 
and radio networks expanded from 3 to thousands. ....more next 
month.  Have a glorious summer!


Senior Center News
By Carol Addington


Phone: 715-354-3001
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Community NewsCommunity News


WASHBURN COUNTY SENIOR LUNCH MENU  ~   ALL MEALS SERVED WITH 1% MILK
MENU SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO FOOD AVAILABILITY 


Check with your meal site to confirm 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY


JULY 2021
1 


Cowboy Bean Hot 
Dish


Over Brown Rice
Walnut Candied 


Squash
Peaches


2
Loaded Chef Salad 


w/Ham, Egg, Cheese, 
Veggies, Dressing


WG Breadstick
Strawberry Shortcake


5      
Holiday Observance


No Meals Served


6
Porcupine Meatballs


Candied Sweet Potatoes
Steamed Broccoli


WW Bread
Crisp Red Grapes


7    
Roasted Pork w/ a


Mustard Cream Sauce
Boiled  Baby Reds


Parsley Carrots
WW Bread


Apple Walnut Crisp


8  
Broccoli & Chicken 
Fettuccini Alfredo


Garden Salad
WG Garlic Breadstick


Pears


9
California Chicken


Leaf Lettuce, Tomato 
on a WG Bun
Baked Beans
Fresh Fruit


12
Chili-Stuffed Baked Potato 


w/ Cheddar, SC
Broccoli-Cheddar 


Cornbread
Lemon-Berry Pudding


13
Sweet & Sour Pork w/ 
Stir Fry Veggies over 
Brown Rice, Egg Roll


Mandarin Oranges


14
Oven-Roasted Turkey


Sweet Potatoes
Steamed Broccoli


Cranberry Wild Rice Bread
Cherry Bars


 


15
Swiss Steak 


Garlic Baby Reds
Carrots


Fruit Cocktail
WG Dinner Roll


16
Grilled Chicken w/ 
Tomato Basil Pasta


Walnut Caesar Salad
WG Garlic Breadstick


Fresh Fruit 
19


Glazed Baked Ham
Scalloped Potatoes


 Honey Glazed Carrots
WW Bread


Pineapple Tidbits


20
Tuna Macaroni Salad 


on Leaf Lettuce
Creamy Cucumber & 


Tomato Salad
Fruit Cocktail


21
Cheeseburger
Baked Beans
Potato Salad
Fresh Fruit


Cornbread Muffin


22
Turkey & Swiss w/ 
LTO on WG Bread
Tomato Basil Soup


Blueberry Lemon Bar


23
Seasoned Baked 


Chicken
Baked Sweet Potatoes
Roasted Red Cabbage


WW Bread
Fresh Fruit


26 
Biscuits w/Sausage Gravy


Diced Potatoes
V8 Vegetable Juice


Hot Apples


27
Chicken Taco Salad w/ 
Black Beans, Tomato, 
Corn, Onion, Salsa, SC  


WG Corn Chips
Peaches


28
Mediterranean Salmon
Mushroom Wild Rice


Steamed Carrots
Banana Cream Pie 


29
Brat with Sauerkraut
Whole Wheat Bun


 Baked Beans
Mixed Fruit Cup


30
Lemon-Pepper Baked 


Cod
Baked Potato w/ SC
Roasted Asparagus


Dinner Roll
Fresh Fruit


Finalized 6/19/2021
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Bobcat Riders Host 
Successful Open House 
Submitted by the Birchwood Bobcat Riders Club  
      On Saturday, May 29th, the Birchwood Bobcat Riders Snow-
mobile and ATV club club members welcomed dozens of visitors 
to the club house for a complimentary lunch of burgers, brats and 
bottled water.  With the opening of the Rusk County trail system 
the day before, the event was a celebration of the start of the 2021 
ATV/UTV season.  Many of those who stopped by were visitors 
from other parts of Wisconsin as well as Minnesota.  Besides enjoy-
ing lunch and a tour of the clubhouse, 11 of the visitors joined the 
club, and overall more than $300 was donated.  The club also sold 
more than $700 in clothing provided by Off Grid Studios.
   Club President Steve Bethke indicated that a discussion is already 
underway for a similar open house this coming January for those 
who snowmobile.
   The club house is located adjacent to the Tuscobia trail and North 
Sunset Lane just east of Birchwood off of highway 48.


Birchwood Bobcat Riders 
2021 ATV/UTV Ride Schedule


All rides will be meeting/leaving from Ed's Pit Stop @ 10 am
regardless of the weather, trail conditions permitting. Check 
Facebook page for changes.
Tuesday, July 6 Spooner with lunch location TBD
Tuesday, July 20 Radisson with lunch at Helsing's Bar
Tuesday, August 3 
Birchwood Loop with lunch at Chit Chat
Tuesday, August 17 
Weyerhauser with lunch at Burdy's Bar and Grill
Tuesday, August 31 
Shell Lake with lunch location TBD
Tuesday, September 14 
Radisson with lunch at Get Hooked Bar
Tuesday, September 28 
Birchwood Loop with lunch at Spider Lake Saloon
Lon Olson will be the group leader for the scheduled rides. Please 
feel free to contact him if you have any questions/ideas.


Club member Theresa Robotka works the grill cooking 
burgers and brats celebrate the 2021 ATV/UTV season 
with an open house at the club.


 Visitors to the club house line up for a free lunch.
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SPIDER IS NOW OFFERING, FROM SCRATCH:
COCONUT SHRIMP!!!!


IT COMES WITH A MANGO CHUTNEY SAUCE ON THE SIDE FOR DIPPING.


JOIN US FOR OUR
16TH ANNAUL 4TH OF


JULY CELEBRATION!
SAT. JULY 3, 7 PM


MUSIC 8:30 PM
FIREWORKS 9:45 PM


HOT DOGS $1 BRATS $2
KIDS & ADULTS ROOTBEER


FLOATS
SEE WHAT OUR GIVEAWAY IS
THIS YEAR! CHECK OUT OUR


FACEBOOK PAGE FOR MORE INFO. 


Spider Lake Saloon


NOW HIRING!! TOP PAY FOR TOP
NOTCH EMPLOYEES!!!


CALL NOW FOR AN INTERVIEW TIME
 


N2586 SPIDER LAKE TRAIL, BIRCHWOOD
(715) 354-3723


   Stacy Emerson 
and Shannon 
Robotka are the 
owners of the 
new businesses 
in Birchwood 
called Happy 
C a m p e r  R V 
R e p a i r  a n d 
Serv ice  LLC 
and Herbalife-
Bluegill Bliss. 


Their building is next to Jason Market gas station located on Main 
Street in Birchwood. 
   The two met about nine years ago and have four children. Even 
though their businesses are in Birchwood, they live in Rice Lake. 
    Stacy and Shannon started their business to help people in services 
that may not be that easy to find around Birchwood. Camping with 
family and friends can make great memories and Shannon can help 
with that. Happy Camper Repair and Service LLC sells camper parts 
and accessories at an affordable price along with taking calls from 
anyone in need of help. Shannon has had many years of experience 
in RV repair as he previously worked at Link Ford RV Service and 
Repair. 


New Businesses in Town
*Happy Camper RV Repair & Service LLC 
*Herbalife - Bluegill Bliss
By Amberiel Jones, Rising 11th Grader


   The Bluegill Bliss helps 
people lose weight and 
maintain a healthy diet while 
doing so with Herbalife teas, 
shakes and probiotics. 


   Stacy has been involved in 
Herbalife for two years now 
and wanted to make her own 
business. 


   Both Shannon and Stacy’s priorities are to make a better and 
healthier community and help people in need. The most important 
thing that both of them need to focus on is having time to make 
their businesses grow and succeed. They want everyone to know 
that they thank you for your support in making a new difference in 
the community and hope that they can help you someday. 
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Teacher Spotlight
Nicole Schlapper, 1st Grade Teacher
By Leah Saldana, Rising 11th Grader


   When first asked 
about participating in a 
Teacher Spotlight, Mrs. 
Schlapper wondered 
why we wouldn’t 
want to interview a 
newer teacher instead, 
but in all reality, we 
want to appreciate 
the nearly 21 years of 
this amazing veteran 
teaching.  Prior  to 
beginning her teaching 
career, Mrs. Schlapper 
attended the University 
of Wisconsin-Stout for 
four years to receive a 
childhood education 
degree where she then 


went to the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire for an extra year to 
extend her degree up to sixth grade. Her first class was the third grade 
of the Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwe School in Hayward, Wisconsin. 
Although she teaches in Birchwood, she and her husband Craig and 
her two boys, Jace and Cade, live in Hayward.
   Outside of school, Mrs. Schlapper enjoys reading, camping, 
fishing, and spending time with family and friends. When she’s 
teaching she enjoys simply laughing and having fun with students 
as well as seeing them grow up and graduate. Mrs. Schlapper has 
always known she has wanted to be a teacher since she was a little 
girl playing teacher for fun and admiring her elementary teachers. 
She will always love to work in a small school so she can have 
moments like having kids in her class next year whose parents were 
in her first kindergarten class. It’s truly a blessing for her even if 
she thoroughly dislikes wearing masks. 
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Business Spotlight
Fred Thomas Resort
By Landen Gindt, Rising 12th Grader


   The Fred Thomas Resort 
opened in 1925 and has 
been run by members of 
the Thomas family for 
the past 96 years. As of 
2020, the former owners  
(Julie Thomas Teliz) 
passed down the resort 
to son, Ted Telitz, and 
nephew, Dan Herscher. 
Ted and Dan are the 
fourth generation of the 
family and have lived 
and worked on the resort 
all their lives. The two 
officially became part- 
owners in 2018 and full 
owners in July 2020. The 
Fred Thomas Resort is a 


seasonal fishing and family resort offering modern lakeside cottages 
with up-to-date amenities, marine rentals, access to ATV trails, along 
with well-maintained grounds and facilities which includes excellent 
customer service so guests can enjoy a relaxing up-north vacation. 
   When asked Ted and Dan why 
they made the decision to take over 
Fred Thomas Resort, Dan replied, 
“Sometime around the age of 12 or 13 
it dawned on me that I really enjoyed 
working at the resort. The variety of 
tasks, getting to work outside, meeting 
new people (who tend to be in a good 
mood because they are on vacation!), 
and helping guests have a good time 
were things that appealed to me.” 
   Ted, on the other hand, also felt 
similar, “It was after my first year 
living in Minneapolis after college. 
Just didn't like city life and wanted to 
find a career back around home.” 
   Dan and Ted both attended college, Dan went to St. John’s University 
near St. Cloud, MN with a Natural Science major and Secondary 
Education minor. The business owner thought that teaching would 
be a nice compliment to running the resort as the resort is closed in 
the winter and school is out for the summer. However, after teaching 


for 4 years in 
R o g e r s ,  M N , 
D a n  r e a l i z e d 
there was just too 
much overlap in 
the spring and 
f a l l  b e t w e e n 
t e a c h i n g  a n d 
working at the 
resort so he quit 
teaching in 2013. 


Ted graduated from UW-Stout with a major in Business, so he was 
pretty much set up to run the family business.
 Few may know what challenges a business owner must overcome 
especially if that business is a resort. When we asked Dan and Ted 
what everyday challenges they have  to overcome when running the 
Fred Thomas Resort they replied, “Flexibility, humility, long-term 
thinking, organization, and ‘people skills’ are important. There is 
such a variety of tasks that need to be done from internet marketing 
to plumbing to accounting to landscaping to sweeping floors and 
scrubbing toilets. You never know when a fridge might go out or a 
guest may need a jump start for their car, so being flexible when the 
unexpected happens and prioritizing is helpful. No job is beneath 
you and you need to either learn to do them yourself or find the 


right people to do 
them. The buck 
stops with you. 
It’s important to 
recognize that 
you don't have 
all the answers so 
be willing to seek 
advice and ask 
for help. Despite 
your best efforts 
you will make 


mistakes. Learn from them and apologize if necessary. Finally, a big 
part of the job is serving guests. Greeting guests when they arrive, 
taking care of any issues that arise, apologizing for any mistakes or 
confusions, and just chatting, all helps guests feel like part of the 
family.” 
   The resort has been part of the community for nearly as long as 
it has existed. Ted Telitz and Dan Herscher take pride in bringing 
guests to the town of Birchwood, sending them out to shop and eat 
at local businesses, utilizing local businesses for operational needs, 
and supporting school and community events. The community does 


b e s t  w h e n 
everyone is 
helping each 
other, and the 
c o m m u n i t y 
of Birchwood 
i s  thankfu l 
for the Fred 
T h o m a s 
Resort. 
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ELORA REPMAN, Salutatorian 
   Elora Repman has been awarded a 
$1000 scholarship from the Wisconsin 
4-H Horse Association, the $1000 Gladys 
Miller Scholarship through UW-Barron 
County, and a $1000 scholarship from the 
Birchwood Lions Club. 
   The Educational Foundation of Birchwood 
awards Elora a $500 Scholarship for being 
the student representative on the foundation. 
Thank you for your work on the Foundation. 
Elora has been chosen by Mr. Johnson for a 


$300 music scholarship, the Arnie Evitch Memorial Scholarship 
in the amount of $825, and a $1000 scholarship from the Barron 
Electric Cooperative. 
   The Lakeland Conference Principals have awarded a $500 
Lakeland Conference Honor Society scholarship to Elora, a 
$1000 scholarship from the Birchwood Community Fund, an $800 
scholarship from the Bemis-Hunter American Legion, and a $250 
scholarship from the Birchwood American Legion Auxiliary in 
memory of Linda Spellman. 
   The St. Croix-Chequamegon Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution from Hudson, WI, Elora has been selected as 
Birchwood’s Daughters of the American Revolution Good Citizen 
for 2020. Finally, Elora has been awarded the Wisconsin Academic 
Excellence Scholarship for the highest GPA in her class. This 
scholarship is $2250/year for up to 4 years.


ANNA WILL
   Anna Will has been awarded a 
Richard Jones 10/90 scholarship for 
$250, a $500 Birchwood Senior Center 
Scholarship, a $1000 scholarship 
from the Birchwood Community 
Fund, an $800 scholarship from the 
Bemis-Hunter American Legion, 
and a $1000 scholarship from the 
American Red Cross for her hard 
work on the school blood drives over 
the past 4 years.
   The Birchwood Bobcat Riders 
Snowmobile & ATV club selects a 
“youth ambassador” every year to put 
a face on the future of motorized recreation in our area. This year, 
Anna has been awarded a $500 scholarship for a terrific job in 
working to represent the club in spite of restrictions caused by Covid. 
   Anna has also been awarded the $500 Oscar & Jonnie Treland 
Memorial Scholarship, a scholarship for students going into the 
tourism or nursing field. Anna is going into nursing. 
   The Educational Foundation of Birchwood awards another $500 
scholarship to one of its student representatives. Thank you Anna 
from the Foundation for your hard work this year. The Birchwood 
staff has awarded Anna a $400 scholarship funded by donations 
from the Birchwood Staff. 
   Finally, Anna has been awarded the Wisconsin Technical 
Excellence Award who has demonstrated the highest level of 
proficiency in technical education subjects. This scholarship is for 
$2250 per year for 2 years.


Senior Scholarships..continued from page 1 KATRINA MEYER 
   The coaches have also awarded 
Katrina a $200 Volleyball Character 
Scholarship and a $300 Athletic 
Character Scholarship for her character 
she has displayed throughout her athletic 
career. 
   As the former Bluegill Queen, Katrina 
has been awarded a $500 scholarship 
from the Birchwood Lions Club. An 
anonymous donor has awarded Katrina 
$500 in honor of Patricia Hess Soper, 
the first Bluegill Queen. She has taken 
rigorous courses throughout her career. 


By the way, Katrina is also the current Bluegill Festival Queen. 
   Rose Cutsforth, our CASE after School Program coordinator, 
has funded a $1000 scholarship to Katrina who has for the past 7 
years given service above and beyond to the after-school program. 
Ken Olson was on the Educational Foundation of Birchwood’s 
board in its early years. Ken died this past winter, but his wife 
Cheryl continues to support the students with scholarships. Katrina 
has been chosen for this year’s Ken & Cheryl Olson Scholarship 
which awards $1000 per year, for 4 years. 
   Katrina has been chosen for a $1000 scholarship from the 
Birchwood Community Fund, a $500 Dean & Judy Cayo 
Scholarship, and a $250 scholarship from the Birchwood 
American Legion Auxiliary in memory of Linda Spellman. Finally, 
Katrina has been awarded an $800 scholarship from the Bemis-
Hunter American Legion.


RYAN KUPPER
   Ryan Kupper has been awarded a Ken 
& Cheryl Olson Scholarship which is for 
$1000 per year for 2 years for those students 
going into a technical field. 
   Ryan has been awarded the $500 Synergy 
Cooperative Scholarship, a $500 Birch-
wood Senior Center Scholarship from the 
Birchwood Senior Center, and a $1000 
scholarship from the Birchwood Commu-
nity Fund. 


HOPE BECKER
Hope Becker has been awarded a $250 Arnold 
“Skip” Wides Scholarship, the $500 McCain 
Foods Scholarship through UW-Barron 
County, and the $500 Dan Glaze Memorial 
Scholarship in memory of Dan Glaze, an 
alumni of Birchwood. Finally, Hope has 
been awarded a $1000 scholarship from the 
Birchwood Community Fund.
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Blood Drive Earns 
Scholarship Money
By Rhonda Schultz, HS Student Council Advisor
Please consider calling the Red Cross and scheduling an appointment 
at the Birchwood Blood Drive on August 10th at the Trinity Lutheran 
Church. Not only will you be helping during this severe shortage, but 
your donations turn into scholarship dollars for our students. I am 
proud to say that the Birchwood community was amazing this past 
year and even in the midst of a pandemic, we collected donations 
to offer our Birchwood students scholarships that total $2500.00!  
Jenna Johnson received $1,500 and Anna Will received $1,000!  If 
you are a blood donor, or have been thinking of becoming a donor, 
please go to the Red Cross website and schedule today.


LOGEN GINDT
   An anonymous donor has 
awarded Logen Gindt a $500 
scholarship in honor of William 
E Zabel Jr. to a young man who 
has an excellent work ethic and 
connects well with people. In 
addition to his well-rounded 


selection of high school courses, he also made time for sports. We 
wish him success in his chosen field as an electrical engineer. 
   Logen has been awarded a $250 scholarship from the Birchwood 
American Legion Auxiliary in memory of Linda Spellman and 
has also been selected as the recipient of the $500 Stuebenrauch 
Scholarship.


ROCHELLE GRAB
Rochelle Grab has been chosen by 
Mr. Johnson to win a $300 Music 
Scholarship, and she has also been 
selected to win a $500 scholarship 
from the Birchwood Firefighters. 
This scholarship is made possible 
by the generous support of our local 
community, supporting its annual raffle.


TREY JOHNSON
Trey Johnson-Puccini has been 
awarded a $500 Dean & Trudy 
Scholarship. The Cayo’s have 
owned a cabin on Birch Lake 
for several decades. Their chil-
dren continue to visit the cabin as 


Birchwood means so much to them. They are proud & happy to 
support our school with scholarships


BRODI SNIDER
The Rice Lake Men’s Club membership 
is an organization of 45 men who support 
youth activities in our area community. 
Brodi Snider has been selected to win the 
$500 Rice Lake Men’s Club scholarship.


CARTER NIELSEN
Carter Nielsen has been selected to 
win a $500 scholarship from the 
Birchwood Firefighters.


HEATHER FREY
Heather Frey has been selected 
by Mr. Johnson for a $200 
Music & Drama Scholarship.
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Over 75,000 Meals 
Served 
By Preston Herricks, Rising 12th Grader


   This year was a 
tough year for us all, 
and especially hard 
for schools. Through 
all of this Birchwood 
Public Schools had a 
wonderful kitchen staff 
who kept food on the 
table for the students 
during the school years 
and throughout last 


summer. As of May 20, 37,569 breakfasts and 38,380 lunches 
have been served at Birchwood School thanks to funding from the 
USDA (United States Department of Agriculture).
   During the summer, there were 2 kitchen staff preparing food and 
3 during the actual school year. This year was something a little 
different than most years: the food was bagged for the students so 
there was no lunch line and less chance for COVID to be spread.
 For breakfast there was a variety of different foods but they all 
included grains such as muffins, cereal, cereal bars, ect. Fruits and 
milk were also provided everyday. 
   Lunch was a main entree of many different kinds of food everyday, 
with vegetables, fruit, and milk with that everyday as well.
   This program will continue for the 6 weeks of summer school. 
Any child 18 and under can come to the school daily for breakfast 
at 9:15 and lunch at noon. Summer school will be running from 
June 14th - July 1st, and begin again July 12th and go through the 
30th of July. 
   FREE breakfast and lunch will continue to be offered through 
the 2021-2022 school year, which should be a great help to 
families in our district. It will be very important for families to 
continue filling out their free and reduced applications. These are 
used for other programs within the district for funding, so make sure 
to fill these out. We would like to thank the lunch staff for all the 
time and energy they put in throughout the pandemic, and putting 
aside their own time to help out the kids and families in need. 


After School Program 
Congratulates Katrina
By Rose Cutsforth, CASE Advisor
      Hello from CASE! CASE is 


the Community After School 
Enrichment program here at 
Birchwood.


        The final CASE event was quite a 
time as we bid farewell to Katrina 
Meyer, our CASE worker who 
is a senior.  Katrina has been 
involved with CASE for the last 
seven years. Each of the CASE 
kids presented Katrina with a 
flower and card that they made 
especially for her.  We will miss 
her as she ventures off to college.
Even with COVID we had a very 
successful and enjoyable year.  


Thank you to each and every one of the students that participated 
and helped with CASE.  I also want to thank Mrs. Karen Couey 
(our Art teacher) for all her volunteer help this past year.   Have a 
great summer and I plan on seeing you this fall!


    Music Director/Accompanist
   Long Lake Lutheran Church


Responsibilities include:
• Create an atmosphere of enthusiasm for worship with a dynamic church 


that is involved with the community.
• Work with pastor and Worship & Music Committee to plan and schedule 


hymn selection and special music.
• Choose music, rehearse and direct choir for worship services
• Provide music for Sunday services, and special services.
Qualifications include:
• Proficient ability on piano and/or organ accompaniment for 


hymns, congregational singing and the varied forms of liturgy.
• This is a part-time position, approximately 10 hours per week, 


and could be split into 2 positions.
Questions and applications to:
Long Lake Lutheran Church, W3114 Church Road, Sarona WI  
54870 or 715-354-3804 or officellchurch@centurytel.net
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Teacher Spotlight
Kevin Freitag, HS Math TeAacher
By Amberiel Jones, Rising 11th Grader


  W e  h a v e  b e e n 
acknowledging many of 
the teachers throughout the 
school and we want to focus 
on a very special teacher: 
Kevin Freitag. Mr. Freitag 
was born and raised in the 
Rice  Lake/Birchwood/
Sarona area. He attended 
Rice Lake High School and 
graduated in 2009. When 
in high school, Mr. Freitag 
had been involved in many 
extracurricular events such 
as theater, band, choir, show 
choir, basketball, cross-
country, tennis, golf, National 
Honors Society, conservation 
club, international club, and 
the state honors choir. He 


attended the University of Wisconsin-Madison and graduated with 
a double major in mathematics and secondary education. 
   Mr. Freitag has been teaching high school math since the fall 
of 2015 making this year his sixth year teaching in Birchwood. 
Before starting at Birchwood, he had taught Geometry at Ashland 
High School for a year where he met his wife. He now lives in Rice 
Lake, WI with his wife and one-
year-old daughter. The reason 
he wanted to become a math 
teacher was because he enjoyed 
tutoring his friends in school 
and loves problem solving and 
helping kids understand the 
concept of everyday math. His 
favorite part about teaching 
math is showing kids how fun 
and easy it is to use numbers 
and how creative you can be, 
though it can be a challenge to 
show kids how critical thinking 
skills practiced in math can be 
applicable in everyday life. In 
his free time, he spends time with his daughter and wife and enjoys 
the time he has with them. He also spends his time hunting, fishing 
and spending time in nature. He also enjoys playing basketball, golf 
and disc golf. We hope Mr. Freitag keeps inspiring kids with his 
math jokes and showing us all just how fun math can be. 


PHOTO by Cahill Studios
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Business Spotlight
Birchwood Comfort Systems LLC
By Amberiel Jones, Rising 11th Grader


   As summer starts and everyone 
is trying to stay cool while having 
fun, Michael Lehnert (see photo 
on left) of Birchwood Comfort 
Systems LLC is out on the road 
helping the community with 
fixing and installing residential 
air conditioners, furnaces, 
in-floor heating, and boilers. 
Micheal has had his own business 
for 11 years, but has done HVAC 
(Heating, Ventilation, and Air 
Conditioning) for 21 years 
now, and he has worked in 
construction since he was in 8th 
grade.


   Michael’s father-in-law, from BTU Heating, owned a heating 
business in Birchwood when Michael and his wife, Kelly, moved 
up here from Green Bay in 2000. Michael was offered a job, and 
later found out that he enjoyed the work so much that he went to 
college to learn more.
   Michael completed his degree at CVTC (Chippewa Valley 
Technical College) to become a certified HVAC Technician. First, 
he took some general required classes at WITC in Rice Lake, but 
then had to drive to Eau Claire to take all the heating/air classes. 
On April 1, 2010, Michael started his own business. 
   Currently, Michael and his only employee, Carl Langham, are a 
great team. Like any family business, Michael’s entire family is also 
involved in helping where needed to complete paperwork, pick-up 
needed equipment, or do some heavy lifting. Despite the pandemic,  
Michael stayed pretty busy all year, although last year's sales were 
down a bit because construction slowed. He says there will always 
be a need for heating and cooling no matter what, so it is a great 
business to get in to.
   Michael thinks some of the most important skills to have in the 
heating and cooling industry are basic electrical knowledge, honest 
and friendly salesmanship, keeping great employees, and just overall 
communication skills.  Michael wants everyone to know that he is a 
small business and if you want to get a hold of him, texting would 
be the best way since they are very, very busy and sometimes work 
in areas with little to no phone signal. He also has two high school 
boys, Lucas & Matthew, who are both active in sports and activities 
which keeps him running.
   His business website is:  https://www.birchwoodcomfortsystems.
com, and he is also a member of the Birchwood Chamber of 
Commerce. Throughout his time in Birchwood, he and his family 
have been highly involved in community and school programs as 
well has his church. He said that you should make sure to come 
watch the softball team this summer that he loves to sponsor during 
Bluegill Festival weekend every year.   
   Thank you Birchwood Comfort Systems for keeping us comfortable 
in our homes -- cool in the summer and warm in the winter. 


                     Follow us on Facebook to stay up to date on "Birchwood School District"                      Follow us on Facebook to stay up to date on "Birchwood School District" 
                  happenings, or check out the school website at                   happenings, or check out the school website at birchwood.k12.wi.usbirchwood.k12.wi.us


All-Conference 
Varsity Golf
Freshman Gavin 
Stanley and Juniors 
Preston Herricks 
and Payton Schultz 
were named to the 
All -Conference 
Golf Team for the 
2020-21 season.
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NEW HOURS


Cafe: 6:30am to 2pm


Laundromat: 6:30am to 8pm


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!


 
HOMEMADE SOUPS*SALADS*CHICKEN WINGS
OUR ALMOST WORLD FAMOUS HASH BROWNS


 


The Birchwood Cafe
WE ARE OPEN FOR DINE-IN AND TAKE-OUT


SERVING BREAKFAST AND LUNCH


Like us on Facebook


Located on Main Street
Connected to the


Laundromat


SUMMER POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
Servers, Dishwashers


Must be able to work weekends and holidays
Pick up application in person. No phone calls, please. 


The Doghouse Boarding Kennel, 
 L.L.C.


N7430 30th Street
Hedman Rd. 


Rice Lake WI, 54868


Phone: 715-234-7630
Email: doghousebkennel@yahoo.com


"Your dog's home away from home!"


LONG LAKE CHURCH
ANNUAL COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE


Thursday August 19th 9:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Friday August 20th: 9:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Saturday August 21st: 9:00 – noon.


W3114 Church Road, Sarona
715-354-3804


Accepting Donations of Items: 8/16 & 8/17 from 9 am to 6 pm


Mikana 4th of July!
Sunday, July 4 Schedule of EventsSunday, July 4 Schedule of Events
8:30 a.m.: “5K Walk/Run” Reg. @ 7:45 a.m. “Kids Run" (following)
Starting in the Morning: Cedar Lake Grill Bloody Mary Bar, The 
Little Red Wagon, Moon Walk, Adult Games, Train Ride, Sharon's 
Chicken, Cedar Lake Grill BBQ Treats
1:00 p.m.: “Biggest Little 4th of July Parade” Reg. @11:30 a.m.
MOST PATRIOTIC / MOST CREATIVE / MOST HUMOROUS
Each winner receives a plaque and $100! Contact Mary for parade: 
612-618-7679 or maryhelenhele@gmail.com
2:00 p.m.: “RAFFLE” with proceeds supporting local programs
DUSK: FIREWORKS FROM JOEL WOSEPKA PARK
*Since 1980, Mikana has celebrated our PATRIOTIC PRIDE hosting the Biggest 
Little Parade. This fun event is a highlight for the residents and visitors alike Raffle 
money has been contributed to Birchwood Four Corners Emergency Services District, 
Birchwood Area Food Pantry, Pink Ribbon Advocacy, Education Foundation of 
Birchwood, “Angel Fund” at Birchwood School, Birchwood Backpack Program, 
Timber Bay, Rice Lake Library Fund, as well as improvements to Mikana Town 
Hall and Joel Wosepka Park.
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Business Spotlight
Two Sisters Boutique
By Leah Saldana, Rising 11th Grader


New Exciting Location!
   Darcy Musil, owner of 
Two Sisters Boutique, 
has moved her business 
to a new location, the 
boutique’s  “forever 
home” located on 26 N 
Main Street, Rice Lake, 
WI, right between the 
TWT Furniture Gallery 
and Poppy Popcorn Co. 
The boutique is now 
open to the public. 
   It was always a passion 
of Darcy’s to make 
women feel great about 
themselves and after 
staying home with her 
daughters when they 
were younger, she made 


a decision to open her own boutique in 2017. She truly believes the 
career paths she’s chosen for herself in the past have led her to open 
Two Sisters Boutique. Two Sisters is named after her two daughters, 
Ava and Rory. It also symbolizes the relationship she has with her 
"two sisters," 
M a n d y  a n d 
Ashley.
D a r c y , 
daugh te r  o f 
l o n g t i m e 
B i r c h w o o d 
r e s i d e n t s 
C r a i g  a n d 
Shari Mlejnek, 
g r e w  u p  i n 
B i r c h w o o d 
and attended 
school K-12. It has been super exciting to watch her grow her 
business over the past several years. Darcy stated that the business 
symbolizes the way her daughters will be raised, to treat all kindly, 
and positively impact their self-
esteem. This business is nothing 
but uplifting and like Darcy’s 
mother used to say “If you look 
good, you feel good." 
 While expanding her clothing 
boutique she also advertises and 
sells local vendors items such as 
soaps, lotions, jewelry, candles, 
and so much more. Even when 
the Coronavirus hit Darcy was 
determined to keep the business 
afloat. She started making 
discounted quarantine packages 
with an extra little present with 


all the local vendor’s items. 
Darcy also transferred her 
sales online for the safety 
of her customers and even 
started offering curbside pick 
up to reduce money spent 
on shipping tax. Although 
she could not do makeup 
appointments throughout 
the pandemic, it didn’t stop 
her from creating makeup 
tutorials to continue to guide 
her customers. It's well 
known that every business 
had a hard time throughout 
the pandemic, but even when 
Darcy was struggling she 


continued to help others. 
    In place of running regular sales Darcy likes to do things for a cause 
and involve the community with various shopping for a cause events 
such as allowing people to bring items to donate to programs such 
as local pet rescues, women’s shelters, and the backpacks for kids 
program in exchange 
for discounted items 
in her store. She also 
has participated in 
many coat drives, 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n 
local food pantries, 
and helped wi th 
the Washburn and 
B a r r o n  C o u n t y 
Humane Societies. She even gave back by telling her success story 
to the students of the small business development center who aided 
majorly with the creations of her own business. All of her efforts 
have resulted in her uprise success throughout the pandemic and 
more so after. Darcy is very excited to continue to spread body 
positivity and open up to the civilians again. The Birchwood News 
staff encourages everyone to stop in the Two Sisters Boutique to 
support Darcy’s small business. You won’t be disappointed. 
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DONATIONS MATCHED!


Thanks to a few Birchwood


School Alumni and Edward Jones


Reps, we are trying to raise


$10,000 for Birchwood Athletics


BOBCAT
BOOSTER CLUB


Donations for our athletic programs can be sent to Birchwood 
Schools, 300 S Wilson St Birchwood, WI 54817 Attention: Athletic 
Donation. Please make checks payable to Birchwood Schools. 
This has been a tough time for all of us. If you can help out in 
any way it will be much appreciated. Thank you in advance for 
donating to a great cause and keeping kids active!


Blane Senn, Birchwood Schools Athletic Director


ALUMNI ROCK!
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313 North Main Street          Birchwood, WI 54817         (715) 354-7006


Hours:


Monday and Sunday: Closed


Tuesday: 9am-5pm


Wednesday: 9am-5pm


Thursday: 10am-5pm


Friday: 9am-5pm


Saturday: 8am-1pm


Business Spotlight
Unique Designs Salon and Spa
By Payton Baribeau, Rising 12th Grader


   Unique Designs is a Salon and 
Spa in Birchwood, Wisconsin. 
It is run and owned by Bridget 
Milligan (photo on left). Bridget 
has owned her business for 
almost three years; her 3rd year 
will be in October. Bridget has 
lived in Birchwood for a total 
of 17 years. She has two kids, 
Kayla Hartl who is 27, and Ty 
Hartl who is 26. Bridget has been 
blessed with three grandchildren. 
I asked Bridget some questions 
about her business. These were 
her responses: 


Can you describe your business? 
We do cuts, colors, and perms. We have 
a spa, facials, back facials, tanning, 
pedicures, and body waxing. 
Can you talk about when/why you made 
the decision to start your own business? 
Was there a specific defining moment 
or realization?
I like the idea of working for myself.
When I turned forty, I wanted to do 
something different. I like to  be creative 
and have an impact on people. 


How did you get started in this 
industry?
To be a difference in the community, 
supply something the community 
didn’t have, and to inspire the 
ladies and show them that they can 
do anything at any age. 
Did you attend college? If so, 
which college? What was your 
major/minor?
I went to WITC and took the 


Cosmetology Course. 
What are some of the most important skills you need to run this 
business?
Being able to cut and color hair, but it’s important to be able to work 
with customers with different personalities, being able to budget, 
and make good financial decisions. Know your technology as well 
because we live in a world where technology is all we use. 
As a business owner, what are your top three priorities?
My most important priorities are providing good service and a 
comfortable atmosphere that people want to be in. 
How many employees do you employ?
Just myself at the moment. I had one but they moved on. I’m 
currently looking for employees. 
What are some things you would like the community to know 
about your business?
All of the services we provide, all is welcome, and we do our best 
to meet everyone's needs. 


 


Please Support Small Businesses 
in beautiful Birchwood, WI 
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Remembering Johnny
John Victor Gargulak Jr.


   Age 96, of Birchwood, WI, died 
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 in Rice 
Lake, WI.
   He was born on June 29, 1924 
in Rusk County, WI to John and 
Agnes (Smazenka) Gargulak. 
John attended school in Prebram, 
WI in the Town of Wilson. John 
served in the United States Army 
in the Pacific theater near the end 
of WWII, afterwards spending a 
few years in Korea “helping” the 


occupying Japanese back to Japan. John was a survivor, surviving 
WWII, likely by dropping of the atomic bombs, he survived being 
shot through the stomach deer hunting in 1976, and later in life 
had his heart restarted several times. John was married to Joanne 
Endwick on September 13, 1952 in Dobie, WI. John owned and 
operated Gargulak Tree Farm for many years.
   John was a community icon in Birchwood. He was very active 
in the community in many ways, but most particularly helping the 
Lions Club with the Bluegill Festival. His Christmas tree and logging 
activities were also well known. He received several awards from 
the state for his tree farm, of which he was very proud.
   Travel was one of his most cherished activities, and if you asked 
him about a trip, he would be glad to tell you every detail. Hunting 
was also one of his great skills with family and friends. John loved 
to work, invest, drink beer and talk with people.
   He is survived by his wife, Joanne Gargulak of Birchwood; 4 
children, Sue (Dennis) Rohlik of Birchwood, Debra (Scott) Woolfrey 
of Arden Hills, MN, Steve (Mary) Gargulak of Birchwood and 
Jerry (Jodi) Gargulak of Ringle, WI; 13 grandchildren; 10 great 
grandchildren; many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in 
death by a daughter, Diane; his parents, John and Agnes Gargulak; 
a brother, Frank Gargulak.
   A Mass of Christian Burial was held at 11AM Saturday, May 
29, 2021 at St. John’s Catholic Church in Birchwood, WI, Father 
Adam Laski officiating, with interment in Woodlawn Cemetery in 
Birchwood with Military Rites accorded him by the Birchwood 
American Legion Post. Visitation was held from 9-11AM Saturday 
at the Church. Appleyard’s Home for Funerals in Rice Lake was in 
charge of the arrangements.
   In lieu of flowers, memorials appreciated to St. John’s Catholic 
Church or Birchwood American Legion Post







26 June 25, 2021


Summer School is the BEST! 


Splash Pad Field Trip!!!







27June 25, 2021


I love 


this town.


Rice Lake, WI 54868
Bus: 715.236.2200


Email: agent@ashleyheadley.com


I love being here to help in a community
where people are making a difference
every day. Thank you for all you do. 


Ashley R. Headley
Agent


Thank you, Birchwood


2007004 State Farm, Bloomington, IL


BIRCHWOOD
SUMMER SCHOOL
OPEN TO COMMUNITY 4K-12TH 


START DATE: Monday, June 14, 2021
END DATE:  Friday, July 30, 2021


TIMES: 8:30 - 12:15 p.m.
Daily Mon. to Thurs. w/possible Friday FIELD TRIPS


FREE BREAKFAST & LUNCH SERVED
Drop-off no earlier than 8;15 a.m. or pick-up no later than 12:30 p.m.


NO CLASSES to be held the week oF JULY 5-9, 2021
SCHOOL IS SENDING HOME FORMS TO SIGN UP (or use online form.)


THIS IS GONNA BE FUN!


Mikana 4th of July!
Biggest Little Parade Marshals  
Kelly & Theresa Weiss
   Congratulations to Kelly and Theresa Weiss on being named Grand 
Marshals of the “Biggest Little 4th of July Parade”.
   Kelly was born in Indiana and moved to Mikana at a young age 
when his parents Sam & Jean purchased Mikana Motel & Resort. 
After graduating from high school Kelly went to work for a chain 
of farm stores based out of Michigan.
   Theresa was born and raised in Campia Wisconsin. After graduating 
high school Theresa went to WITC and then joined Kelly in Ohio 
where he was working his way up the ranks with the company.
After several promotions and many transfers for Kelly covering 
Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Nebraska and Colorado and a variety of 
jobs for Theresa it was time to make their final move and that was 
going to be back to Wisconsin by family. Kelly called Sam & Jean 
and asked if they wanted to sell and they jumped at the opportunity. 
Kelly, Theresa, and their children Amber & Kory packed up and 
moved to Mikana from Colorado. Mikana Motel & Resort became 
Mikana Marine & Resort.
   During the next 30 years they spent a lot of hours growing Mikana 
Marine & Resort and becoming part of a wonderful community. 
Kelly was on the Cedar Lake Town board for 10 years and Theresa 
worked for Rick Lake Weighing Systems for 10 years then left to 
spend full time at the resort.
   They enjoy their 4 grandchildren, fishing, horseback riding in 
the mountains of Wyoming, Montana, and the Dakotas as well as 
snowmobiling in our Wisconsin winters.
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Hunt Hill Happenings


Hunt Hill Audubon Sanctuary is a non-profit nature preserve and 
learning center near Long Lake in Sarona, Wisconsin. Located on 
nearly 600 acres, Hunt Hill protects a variety of unique and beautiful 
habitats found in Wisconsin. Hunt Hill also produces high-quality 
environmental education programs year-round, and has 10 miles of 
hiking trails open to the public. For more information, please visit 
www.hunthill.org, call 715-635-6543, or email info@hunthill.org.


REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY FRIDAY, JULY 30 @ 12pm 
Active Outdoors - "Wild Edibles"
Saturday, July 31: Adults 1:00-2:30pm; Families 2:30-4:00pm 
Program Fee: $5/person, $15/family, Free for Members
   Participants will learn from local mushroom expert Tavis Lynch. 
Participants will go on a hike to identify and sustainably harvest a 
few edible mushrooms and other wild edibles that live at Hunt Hill.
   To register, visit https://hunthill.org/active-outdoors/ to complete 
the online registration form or call 715-635-6543. Admission will 
be limited to 20 adults in the first session and 5 families in the 
second session. All activities will take place outdoors with social 
distancing practices in place. The program fee is $5 per person or 
$15 per family. Hunt Hill members attend for free.
REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY FRIDAY, AUGUST 13 @ 12pm 
Active Outdoors - "Outdoor Yoga"
Saturday, August 14: Adults 1:00-2:30pm; Families 2:30-4:00pm
Program Fee: $5/person, $15/family, Free for Members
   Active Outdoors is a monthly program series supported by Mayo 
Clinic Health System with the goal of introducing our community 
to fun activities that they can do outdoors! This month’s activity is 
called “Outdoor Yoga.” 
   At the Outdoor Yoga program, participants will get to relax and 
stretch outside in nature on the Hunt Hill lawn. This beginners 
yoga session will be led by Deb Johnson.
REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY FRIDAY, JUNE 30 @ 12pm 
Birds & Beer - "Red-Headed Woodpeckers"
Potter's Shed, Shell Lake hosted by HuntHill
Thursday, July 1
Check-In: 5:30-6pm; Program: 6-7pm 
Program Fee:  $15 per person
 This month’s topic is Red-Headed Woodpeckers.  Birds and Beer 
is a monthly program that gives nature enthusiasts the opportunity 
to interact in a casual setting. Each Birds and Beer program features 
a different presenter at a different location. This month’s speakers 
are Jim Stengel and Tom Beer from the Red-Headed Recovery 
Committee. Learn about the red-headed woodpeckers, which have 
had declining populations in recent years, and what the Red-Headed 
Woodpecker Recovery Committee has been doing to help them 
make a comeback!
REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY WED., AUGUST 4 @ 12pm 
Birds & Beer -"Birds and Bands"
Lehman's Supper Club in Rice Lake hosted by HuntHill
Thursday, August 5
Check-In: 5:30-6pm; Program: 6-7pm 
Program Fee:  $15 per person
This month’s speaker is Beaver Creek Reserve's Citizen Science 
Center Director Jeanette Kelly. Learn about bird banding, the bird 


banding projects at Beaver Creek, and some fun and interesting facts 
about the birds they have caught.  For all Birds and Beer programs, 
space is limited to allow for social distancing between households 
and will take place outdoors. To register, visit www.hunthill.org to 
complete the online registration form or call 715-635-6543. 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY FRIDAY, JULY 9 @ 12pm 
Breakfast Under The Branches (held outdoors)
Topic: Turles of Wisconsin
Date: Saturday, July 10, 2021    Time: 9:30-11:00 am
Program Fee: $7/person for breakfast & nature program
   Breakfast Under The Branches, sponsored by the Long Lake 
Preservation Association, is an outdoor breakfast which consists of 
a gourmet muffin, a fruit cup, two strips of bacon, and a beverage of 
choice. Breakfast will be directly followed by a nature presentation 
suitable for all ages at Hunt Hill’s outdoor amphitheater. Each month 
will feature a different topic and speaker. 
   This month’s topic is Turtles of Wisconsin. Learn about the 
different types of turtles that live in Wisconsin and the many 
adaptations that they have that help them survive. You’ll get to touch 
and hold turtle shells and take a look at some living turtles from the 
Northwoods Wildlife Center. Registration is required.
REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY FRIDAY,AUGUST 6 @ 12pm 
Breakfast Under The Branches (held outdoors)
Topic: Aquatic Invasives
Date: Saturday, August 7, 2021    Time: 9:30-11:00 am
Program Fee: $7/person for breakfast & nature program
  This month’s topic is Aquatic Invasives. Aquatic invasive species 
(AIS) are the species that invade our lakes, rivers, and wetlands 
and pose a significant threat to our native ecosystems. We’ll learn 
about common AIS such as zebra mussels, Eurasian water milfoil, 
banded mystery snails, and curly leaf pondweed, invasive bighead, 
silver, grass, and black carp.
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Everyones Invited to the 
Doolittle Beach Bash on 
Saturday, July 24
By Payton Baribeau, Rising 12th Grader
   There will be a Doolittle Beach Bash at Doolittle Park in 
Birchwood, Wisconsin on the last Saturday in July. The Doolittle 
Beach Bash is an annual event and it was founded by Dan and Cheryl 
Greife. It is an event to help the community as a whole. This event  
includes fun prizes for kids, raffle prizes, food, and DJ music. 
   Ashley Beffa, a Clerk/Treasurer for the Village of Birchwood gave 
us some information about this event. Ashley made yard signs and 
posters and put them up to help spread the word about the event. 
She had also called around and reached out to local businesses 
for donations as well as helping sell raffle tickets. Around $2,300 
was raised and donated to the Birchwood Area Food Pantry. Last 
year, they raised approximately $1,500 and the money was used 
to purchase a new basketball hoop and sand for Doolittle Beach 
Playground. This year, it was a high desire that kids would get 
involved in the event so they had them create posters. The top 10 
winners were used as yard signs to help share this community event. 
With that being said, they have planned it to be continued for many 
years.  See one of the winning posters below!
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SIGN UP FOR THE PARADE ONLINE AT:  
https://www.birchwoodwi.com/bg-parade 
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